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he ha~ to eall to substanliate his claim.
That wau~ 1ol the imtention of this House.
It it were pessible for me to amend the
vegulation, [ would do ~o by =lriking out
tee tintivarion, thereby  permitting appeals
to he lodged with any =tipendiary magis-
trate, il nob vonting the appeals to the
nieristrate in Perth.

On motion by the Chiel Secretary, de-
bate wdjourned.

BILL--SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.

Nteadivgg Chrders Snspensivn.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (liyn. J. M.
Drew  Central) |H40]: 1 move—

That =0 muoel of the Standing Urders he

supended = 185 necessary tooenalde (he S
ply Bilt o pass through ils remainimr stages
al vee silting.
The object of the molion should be ciearly
wnderstoml. I explained  yesterday the
urgencey of the watter.  The Supply Bill
inttst he passed as guickly ax pussible in
view ol the Laet that the month of July
anmd  portion ol Ethe  present month June
already passeld, and woney has been, il
is being, expended without the nccessary
stitulory authorily.

thuestion pul and passed.

Ir Conwiie, gle,

Bill passed throvwch Conupittee wiiiioul
debate, reported without wmendnent amd
the report adopled.

Bill readd a third time and passed.

How-e adjonined vt LI pm.

Bcgislative Hesembly,
Lhursday, Hh Angust, 1934,

i Pace
ure-tion ;. Wheal, bulk, in transji .. 5]
Tempurary halner of Commitlees ... ]
Adresdn-Reply, fourth day (1)
Bill = supply (No. 1) 2,200,000, returned ... 7

The SPEAKER took the Chair at -L30
pan., and read pravers.

QUESTION—WHEAT, BULK IN
TRANSIT.

Mr. SLEBMAN asked the Minister for
Aaviewlivre: T, Hew many trucks of hulk
wltcat were condemned on the Nerlh Wharf,
Fremantle, on Tuesday, 7ih Augost, 1934 2
2, How wany trucks of balk wheat hgve
been condemned ot the saine place since the
Tt JJamuary, 19347 3 1low many trucks
of bulk wheat have been pul intu ships hy
might alter having  heen previvusly  con-
dened? 4, Tlow wmany  tracks of  bulk
wheat From Leighton—where wheat is sup-
pPosed 1o be reconditioned—bave been vun-
demaed? 5, Jlow much wheat was shipped
Crom this Stale to Japan lust year? 6, low
uiny shipments of bulk wheat have been
sipped Lo Japan sinee Jannaey this vear?
o What pereentaze of wheat shipped from
this State is seul with o eertificated rirrg !
8, Will be huve ~triel supervision kepl over
wheat teaving this State su thar our whet
trade  with  olher  countries  will
Jropardised !

The MINISTER ¥FOR AGRICULTURE
repiied: 1, 13) trucks. 2, 213 trucks, 3,
There is nu olivial record. 4, 11 Lricks were
rejected by merchants, 2, 2,368,821 bhuchels
i havs G, Nene. 7 Lasl vear 36.87 per
et 8, The departient can exereise super-
vision only when requested (o do so by mer-
chaat~ and when the lalter require a Gov-
eriment cerlitieate as to the quality of the
CHIROD.

not  he

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF

COMMITTEES.
Mr. SPEAKER: T have appointed the
wnbers  for  Bunbury  (Mr.  Withers),

Middle Swan (Mr, Hemey), and Nelson
tMr. J. H. Smith) to be temporary Chair-
men of Cowmmittecs during the present ses-
Lo
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day,
Debate reswmed Lrow the previous day.

MR. GRIFFITHS {(Avon) [+34]: L do
ol intend to deal with the multiplieity
uf subjects that were traversed by the Lient-
Gioverner in his opening Speech, but therc
are oue or two things affecting the agricul-
fural industry, and more particularly the
wheatgrowers, on which I shall have o little
to say. It has been rather a nasty shoeck
tu read the scathing terms in which the re-
cent loyal Commission referrved (o the Trus-
tees ol the Agricultural Bank, and this nut-
withstanding that I and others have for a
long lime Lelt that the Agricultural Bank
needed overhauling and reorganising, The
Agricultural Bank, by its very unature, has
nul, been able sirvictly to couform fo banking
practice.  Heully it bhas been wore in tlie
nabure ol a development bourd. Anyone
who cune bo this country in the early nine-
ties, us 1 did, aud travelled down trowm the
guldliclds through unmense stretebues of vir-
win forest country, wust realise that in more
recent years the Agricultural Bank has been
a big fuctor in revelubionising the face of
the counlry. ln common with other repre-
senlatives of agriculbural constibuencies, 1
have {o adumit thut whilst we bave oot really
been using puarbamentary interlerence, we
have Lrequently gone with our pleas to the
Trustees ol the Agricultural Bank and urged
that setlters who were down and out through
ne Lanlt of their owu should be freated with
leniency. The bank, perbaps, has not becen
a business proposition, yet despite any
losses that may bave been ineurred, it has
made for the development of the State, and
has brought about an inmense increase in
production.  In the course of a 900-mile trip
through the southern country recently. 1
wenlb into districts which, when first I enme
v the State, were terra incognita, On my
trip I saw great stretches of country with
many good men working on their Dblocks,
pariicularly around Walpele and the Frank-
land River, men who are bound tv come out
well jn the end. When thist I knew that
country, vne could get through it only on
horseback, whereas one can now pass through
it with ease. On the wheathbelt, enormous
stretehes uf country bave been cleared, and
s0 extraordinary has heen the development
that the Royal Commissioners, in compiling

their report, should have taken these things
into consideration and should not have con-
fdemned the carrying out of a system fop
which the lrustees of the bank were not
entirely rvesponsible. We huve to go back
to 1914.15 to find where the trouble really
started. In those days, men unavoidably
aceumnlated debts which they have never
been able fully Lo overcome. Then we renched
the financial depression, in conseyuence of
which many thrifty, carveful men on the
wheatbelt are having the utmost difliculty
in fighting their way through. I do net
wisll to suy any wore on this subject, hul
L should like to ask for sympathy tor all
untortunate settlers, and to draw the abten-
tion of the Minister for Railways to what
was su sbrongly emphasised by the Leader
of the Opposition the other evening. Com-
ing to bulk handling of wheat, adumittedly
it is o method by which can be effected
reduction in the eost of production, Last
vear tlie operations of Co-uperntive Bulk
ILaudling Limited put at least £100,000 more
into the puckets of the wheatyrowers than
they would otherwise have had.  When we
consider that the scheme was installed Lor
less than £150,000, this says a great deal For
butk handling.  The growers have already
saved wore than bwo-thirds ol the tolal capi-
tal expenditure on the provision of facililies
i the country and at the purt, together with
all preliminary and experimental expenses.
In addition to this, they buve paid Lulls
which, after payment of inferesl charges,
will leave sullicient for them to buy hack
nearly one-sixth of the total installation.
Had the whele of Western Australia been
cquipped tor butk handling last year, the
saving o the farmers would have heen
£300,0100, equal to half the amouunt paid by
the Commonwealth Government as a huualy
to the growers. 1 should like the Mintster
Lo rvemember that the vpposibion and delay
whith oceurred in the installation ol this
scheme militated greatly against the making
of it an even bigger suceess. L1t was on the
4th July that the construction of the first
of the bulic handling installution was begun,
In the reporvt of the company we read (his—

From the outset great dillicolty was experi-
eneed in seeuring suitable sites at  rallway
sidings,  In the  allocation of sites by the
Railway Department prefercnce was given to
thie merchants then holding the annwvat leasces
of the sites for slacking bagged wheat, Thus,
on the 20th August, only two months before
delivery at sidings might be expected 1o com-
mence, the company could only communl snit-
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able sites at the 4% new sidings capable of
storing 2,900,000 hushels, whereas they re-
quired sites with a eapacity of 6.200,000
Inshels,

This was a hig handicap from the start, for
they were really 300,000 hushels short of
their required capacity., Ultimately the com-
pany completed arvangements for o storage
enpacity of 4,000,000 add hushels of com-
pletely roofed permanent hins, inelnding
those erceted three vears ago in the Wyal-
katehem area, and 2,083,000 hushels capa-
city of bins without ronfs.  So, undev the
scheme there has been provided a tar grealer
capacity of eovered-in siornge than was ever
provided for hagged wheat. There has heen
a lot of falk loeally aboui those open bins,
Owing te slow shipment last year, there
wns hig delay in woving wheat from
those sidings, and in cousequence there
was a certain  quantity of unprotected
wheat in danger ol heing dunaged. I can
give figures to show what the company
have done. Notwithstanding the opposi-
tion of merchants, and I presume a certain
amount  of  underground  opposition,
4,216,000 bushels were rooled and eom-
letely protected from the time it was re-
ceived until it was railed, while of bagged
wheat in the previous season, only 1,361,000
bushels were protected. Those figures
show that the ecompany, in spite of all the
handicaps and initial diflienlties, and the
delay in obtaining sites, did wonderfnl
work in providing protection to that ex-
tent. In New South Wales, when the silos
are full, the officials refuse to receive any
more wheat. It is a question whether the
growers desire the company to accept de-
livery of the wheat when their bulk-heads
are full, or whether they want the company
to ineur the additional expense of provid-
ing protection for the whole of the wheal
delivered, although the extra accommoda-
tion may be required only once in & decade.

Mr. Ferguson: Or whether the growers
shonld leave the wheat on their farms.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes. In New South
Wales, however, delivery is not aceepted
once the storage capacity is filled. I wish
te draw a comparison hetween the attitude
of the Government of New South Wales,
and that of the Government in this Siate,
For the Sydney terminals no rent or eapi-
tal charee is paid. The country silos are
bunilt on railway land for which no rent is
charged. Two types of trucks for hulk

handling were built by the railway depart-
ment of that Siale al their owy cost, mak-
ing it possible to obvinte the charge for
dead [reight. In New South Wales there
are not the various types of trucks that we
have. No ratlway demurreage is paid by the
hulk-handling sy~tem of New South Wales,
[n fact, the Railway Department practieatly
sive the bulk handling system eontrol  of
all the bulk trucks. 11 the wheat handling
department loaded 30 or 10 {rucks at one
plant, the ruilway department would send
that train through lo the terminal as »
speciunl train. Mr. Harris the manager of
the system in New Routh Wales, sadd in
evidence i(hat the bolk-lindling  scheme
there was regarded as o sclivine {0 assist
the growers. New Souih Wales is a State
with secondary industries of sneh magni-
tude that it is not ws<ually considered tn
regurd with much favour the primary pro-
dueers, but Western Australia is mainly a
primary producing State, and we should
expeet our Government (o be more con-
cerned ahout the wheat growers. Tet me
draw a contrast between the twp States,
Fvery possible charge seems to have heen
heaped upon the hulk-handling system here.
The company could not obtain a wheat
wharf., They had to nse a site at Leighton
and ineur an extra cost of something like
1d. per hushel on top of other charges. For
country sites, £1 each is charged, which I
admit is not an extraordinary figure. The
various merchants handling wheat in bags
had sites at the siding where something
over 1,000,000 bushels of hugged whent
were stored. The bulk handling eompany,
however, had to accept sites in all sorts of
vorners and ihaccessible parts, unprovided
with made road approaches, all of which
increase the ecost of handling.  Other
sites for bagged wheat had made yoads
and good frontages to the railway. It seems
that cvery possible charge is heing im-
posed on the bulk-handling scheme. At
the port the company were bandied from
pillar to post, and were ultimately com-
pelled to adopt the most crude methods of
handling. The conversion of gantries, which
were rendered obsolete hy the introduction
of bulk handling, was carried out entirely
at the expense of the eompany, who also
had tn provide other ronveniences at the
port, ineluding protection from the weather
for warkers employed on the gantries. The
Fremantle Harbour Trust also load the cost
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of labour, power nnd repairs with an ad-
ditional 20 per cent. Storage aceommodation
eould not be ohtained on the wharf, and
1d. per bushel cxtra charge for railage
and handling is incurred on any wheat
stored at Leighton.  The conversion of 200
railway trucks to enable them fo he used
for bullk handling cost £2,000, the whole
of whieh was paid by the company. On
the supply of canvas liners and extensions
to enahle ather trueks (o he nsed, the eom-
pany spent abemt £8,000. Thase liners and
extensions are dehifed with freight as
wheat, while on the return jouwrney freichi,
has to be paid upon them.  Thesmrreage,
when inemrred, has to he paid hy the eom-
pany, and such eharges are inevitable at
times owing to the different types of froeks
nsed. Let me tabunlate the varions charges
imposed here hut nat in New South Wales,
to show the dilference hetween the attitnde
adapted by the depariments in the twe
States:—

Capital, £
Railway trueks 2,000
Annual,
Railage .. T .. 11,040
Charge for liners and extensions .. 7,052
Plug freight as wheat 642
Extra. eosts Leighton 2,138
Conntry sifes 2,360
Harhonr Trust 1,800
Railway demurrage 800
Railway dead freight {00
£26,844

That is the extent ta which the loeal scheme
has heen loaded. T appeal to the Govern-
ment to take these matters into eonsidera-
tion. There is a considernble demand for
an extension of the system. There has been
eriticism of the open bins. Last year the
company, during a phenomenal season when
there was slow movement of grain, against
their own judgment and to avoid holding
farmers up, aceepted the wheat as delivered.
Still there has been a good deal of talk ahout
faulty econstruction of eountry silos. Al
Badjaling, where the facilities were eriti-
cised, damage to the extent of only £7 was
done to the wheat, and £61 was spent on
repairs to the structure. At Walgaolan,
which was also the subjeet of eritieism, the
repairs cost £27. Al the great song made
agninst the facilities involved trifles that
cost only L£95 to put right. The facilities
provided in (his State have resulted in a gain

to the farmers of £100,000, ahnost enough
to pay for the cost. The acrommodation
has heen installed at a cost of £116,000. The
South Aunstralian Royal Commission, which
inquired into the question of bhulk handling,
has recommended that the Western Ausira-
lian system should he ndopted. Bunilt acrord-
ing to the orthodox system in New Sonth
Wales, similar aceommodation would eost
£1,000,000. For South Australia the orthe-
dox system was estimated to eost £300,000,
I am satisfied that i€ the Government eave-
fully eonsider what hus heen achieved by the
company, no moere obstacles will he placed
in the way of extending the svstem ta other
farmers, whom we wish fo seec enahled fa
reduce their costa of produection to the low-
est possible fizure. T am pleased thal at
last the Pederal Government vecognize that
something must he done to assist primary
industry.  How to rehabilitate the industry
is a complex question. Thangh T do not
approve of many of the comments of the
Royal Commission on the Agrienltural Rank,
some usefuel suggestions are contained in the
report. [ have read ecarefully the condensed
report published in the “West Australian.”
and T helieve it eontains many proposals
that eonld with advantage he adopted. T
think it will he recognised that some aetion
must he taken regarding the Apgricultural
Bank. T bhelieve that it should he regnrded,
not as a hank, but as a development hoard,
and that we should not place on the chonl-
ders of good men like Mr. MeLarty, Mel
Girogan, and others, the responsibility of
adopting a banking poliey that cannot he
followed, because a certain amonnt of the
milk of human kindness must he introdueed
into the bank’s dealings with people, who
wounld otherwise become charges on the de-
pariment of the Minister for Employment.
The £4,000,000 of assistance promised -will
encourage the wheatgrowers. T hope that
the price of wheat will rise sufficiently to
ohviate any call being made on the Common-
weoalth Government, notwithstanding that T
like to get as much as possihle from the
Federal authorities.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marzhall) [4.581: I
have studied the Speech of the Lieut.-
Giovernor, hut T do not intend to detain
the House by offering any comment on it.
Tn faet, it T were occupying a seat directly
hehind the Leader of the House, T would
not on this aecasion have anything to say
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on the Address-in-reply. Seeing that I am
not a member of any party, I may express
my views regarding a few matters of inter-
est to my district. I shall not enumerate
all the various requirements that the seven
road boards in my electorate have asked me
to put forward.
them under the notice of the various Min-
isters, and have received replies that many
of them will be given consideration. 1
am therefore satisfied to await the result.
There are a few things to which I would
like to refer. For a long time Dbefore
coming into politics I followed the farmers’
movement, and have from time to time ad-
vocated the holding of an inquiry into the
stored wheat question and the management
of the Agricultural Bank. I believe the
wheatgrowers are grateful to the Govern-
ment for appoeinting these Commissions of
inquiry. The investigation into the stored
wheat question brought forth very littie,
and is not yet finished. Of the Agricultural
Bank inquiry we have so far had only what
the ““West Australian’’ and ‘*Daily News’’
like@ to tell us. No doubt we shall have an
opportunity later on of discussing that re-
port. In the early days of this Parliament
a lot of criticism was levelled against the
appointment of a full-time Jlinister for
Emplovment and Industry. I listened very
closely to all that was said on that oceasion.
From what I have read and from personal
observations. I think the Minister has
qualified himself for the position. He has
welded together various bodies throughout
the country distriets, as well as the met-
ropolitan area, such as the returned
soldiers, the National Council, the primary
producers, the Wheat Growers’ Union, and
other bodies, until there is ringing through-
out the country the slogan ‘*Purchasze
Loeal Products.” The ¢ampaign for the
support of local products must eventually
put into work a lot of people who are at
present being employed on non-productive
undertakings, which need not be carried
out. The faect that so many people are
out of work has a great effect upon the
primary producing industry. If they are
not working. they have no spending power,
whereas if they are put into work they will
be able to consume some of that which the
farmers are producing. The aim must be
to zet all men back into work. If we could
manufacture in Western Australia all those
things that should be manufactured here,

[5]

I have already brought

a lot of woney would be put into circula-
tion in Western Australia instead of the
benefit going to the Lastern States. Quite
recently an important local industry was
started by a farviners” movement For the
manufacture of spare parts for agricultural
implements. XNot long age I had the op-
portunity of going through the factory n
question. I koow quite a lot about spare
pavrts, having for many years been actively
engaged in farming. [ kpnow that we pay
a lot of mgney for them, and I also know
4 good article from a bad one. The parts
that are being manufactured in the city
are equal to abnything that is imported, and
ave superior to some that I have purchased
and used on agricultural machinery.

The Minister for Employment: And they
cust 20 per cent. less than the imported.

Mr. WARNER: I have rcceived reliable
figures showing the amount of woney that
can be saved to Western Australia on spare
parts alone, money that can in turn be
utilised to keep numbers of unemployed
busy on this class of work. T have here a
list of parts used on threshers, stripper
harvesters, knife sections, binders, hay
rakes, mowers, ploughs, shares, mould-
boards, reapers, harvesiers secavifiers and
for general purposes. Parts for all this
machinery have bheen imported into the
State in considerable volume, but they
should all be made here. Many of them
could he manufactured at the State Imple-
ment Works, I will not quote the fizures
in detail, hut merely give the totals., For
1931.32 the value of the imports of agri-
cultural implement parts was £47,123 in
1932-33 it was £98,247, and for 1933-34 it
was £05,832. The parts for the implements
I have enumerated are now being mann-
factured locally, TIf £95000 worth of
parts could be manufactured here, it would
be found that 75 per cent. of the total
would go in labour, material and transport
within the State. I have been eredibly in-
formed that 60 per cent. of the total cost
of the parts now being manufactured in
the metropolitan area by the farmers’ con-
cern, to whieh I have referred, is spent in
labour alone. Every casting that iz made
must have a separate mould. The moulds
cannot he made by any machine; they must
be hand made. Those who make the moulds
together with the material used in the
mowlding, represent an expenditure of 60
per cent. of the total cost of the spare
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parts now heing made loeally, Trans-
port is also a eonsiderable item. The
manulacture in Western Australia of all
the spare parts rvenquired for the wheat-
growing industry wonld mean an annual
saving to Western Australia of approxi-
mately £65,(00, and would lead to a large
number of men being put haek into useful
work. Aeceording to last year's price list,
and the priec list issued by the lecal com-
pany, it is estimated that the local parts cost
approximately 25 per cent. less than the im-
ported parts, although they are equal to
anything that has been brought into the
State. I am looking forwnrd to the time
when Western Australia will also manufae-
ture its own agricultural machinery, instead
of the farmers paving out so large an
amount over and ahove the actual value of
that which is mannfactured in the Eastern
States. This would give the people of West-
ern Australia an opportunity of participat-
ing in that business and give the peeple who
would he hrought into employment an oppor-
tunity to purchase what they require for
their own well-being. The time has arrived
when all the nations of the world must re-
consider the hours of employment. They
cannot hope to put baeck into work all the
uncmployed on the hasis of eight hours a
day, and keep them there. That would be
ntterly impossible.  The world would soon
be overwhelmed by products that could never
be consumed. We must, therefore, look
ahead. It is for the legislators of to-day to
look forward to the time wlhen the hours of
labour must he reduced. The ambition of
legislators of to-day should be fo study the
situation for themselves. When next they
faee the electors they should be able to prove
that they have been going into the position
and that thev ave thinkers, otherwise they
should not be asking to be returned to Par-
liament ahead of any of their opponents
who may be thinkers. Whether we like it or
not, if appears to me that the hours of
labour must be reduced. Machinery that is
going into factories to-day will in many
cases do the work of 100 men. The only
henefit, if it may be ealled a benefit, that the
working classes ean get out of the installa-
tion of machinery of that kind is that 100
of their nomber will be put out of work for
every one machine. Such a machine owes
to the industrv 100 working hours. If we
had made use of machinery as we should
have done, we should have accredited the
Eours that the maehinery saved the industry

te the shortening of the hours of the men
engaged in it.

Mr. Ferguson: How many hours does the
haxvester owe to Australia?

My, WARNER: Would the hon. member
like to go back to the davs of the old sickle?
Would he like to deelare that the lLarvester
was of no use to the farmer or the wheni-
grower, that things were better in the days
when we bent our backs and eut one-third of
an aere with a reaper hook, and put in 2
third of a day in threshing the wheat that
was cut in one dayv?

Ay, Sleeman: You will
those fellows over there.

Mr, WARNER: T believe that instead of
eursing machinery, as most working men do,
we should hless it.  Instead, however, of the
powers-that-be using the machinery in a
proper manner, they have allowed it to he
used for the huilding up of the ecapital of
men who do not require any more than they
already have.

Mr. Moloney: Most of them have not too
much at present.

Mr. WARNER: T agree with the Leader
of the Oppesition, who elaims that there is
no reasonable ground for a charge of 9d. per
to to be made for the ecarringe of bulk
wieat or the railways. I have gone eare-
fully inte that question myself and have
stadied it closely. T believe that no extra
work is being done by the railways for this
extrsz. charge. Very little eonversion has
taken place of the rolling stock, to represent
the amount that is heing imposed by the de-
partment. We were told that quite a num-
ber of lhe trueks ecould not be used for any-
thing else but bulk wheat, but I have here a
numher of tickets taken off trucks which
were used for the hanlage of super. The
Leader of the Opposition was right when he
saif the charge should be removed. In my
epinion the Federal dole, which was given
to the larmers, has been misapplied by the
Agricultural Bank. It should certainly not
have been held back from necessitous farm-
ers. The whole amount should have been paid
out on a flat rate. Even if the officials of the
Bank thought it necessary to hold back a
certain amount of the money for necessitous
farmers, they had ne right to withhold it
in the ease of a number of growers simply
because they had a motor ecar in their pos-
session. Many of my electors have motor
cars that no one would dream of bnying.
None of their neighbours would take delivery
of them lest they should be deprived of

never convinee
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their share of the dole. Because a man has
a woru-out contraption that is referred to
as a motor car, a vehicle that he cannot hope
to get rid of, be should not be prevented
from participating in the boous. Is it right
and reasopable that a farmer living eight
or ten or perhaps 15 miles from the rail-
way should be deprived of the use of a motor
car, which is really part of the machinery
of his farm? A farmer is justly entitled
to leave his work, say, twice a week, for
the purpose of obtaining his letters, which
consist mostly of bills, his newspapers, and
stores and other requirements. Imagine
such a farmer leaving his team standing
idle in the paddock while he uses one horse
for the purpose of the trip! In that way
he would lose more than the cost of using
a motor car, which the Federal Government
profess to regard as a luxury. Imagine a
farmer with children from 12 to 15 years
of age having to send them in by spring cart
when they want to go to an enterfainment!
The boys and girls would arrive back home
when the old man was dressing, and just in
time to start the day’s work. T hope the
Minister for Lands will see that if our
farmers have to rely upon a Federal dole
in future, it shall be distributed more equit-
ablv. As an optimist I cannot claim to rank
on an equal footing with Sir James Mitchell,
but I have hopes that next season wheat will
bring a reasonable price. That is not to say,
however, that the farmers do not want a good
many things from the present Government.
They hope that the Minister for Lands will
carry out the prowmise lle made at the close
of last session, to go into the whole posi-
tion and bring down suitable preposals dur-
ing this session. T believe that the Minister
when making that promise spoke sineerely,
and the farmers are looking for some results.
I firmly believe that the worst of the wheat
ctisis is over. Nature wil] take care of that
matter in the long run. Quite a deal of
what we have heard about enormous guan-
tities of wheat stored in Yankee-land is a
mere figment of the imaginafion. As soon
as the United States are threatened with a
partial drought, we find a mob of wheat
gamblers rushing in fto secure grain and
thereby putting up the price by Gd. or 9d.
per bushel. I am convineed that the pre-
sent season will be a good one. 1n my con-
stitueney, which will produce quite a large
proportion of the wheat for export, personal
inspection leads me to regard success as
practically assured. There will be a good

horvest if there'is a good tail-off of the sea-
son. e shall have a good heavy wool clip,
and if prices only hold many of the troubles
experienced by the farming community last
year will disappear. At the sswe time the
farmers sincerely hope that the Government
will wateh the situation, and not let them
down in regard to any reasonable requests
they may make. The man who has devoted
the whole of his life’s savings and many
vears of hard work to turning forest country
into a national asset must not he allowed to
sink. For that muchk I do not think the
farmers will ask in vain.

Un motion by Ilon. N. Keenan, debate

adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.

Returned from Lbe Council without amend
ment,

House adjourned at 5.20 p.m,
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS ACCIDENTS.
Rivervale and Maddington ('rossings.

Hon. A, THOMSOY asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, How many accidents have oceur-
red during the past five vears at the rail-
way crossings at Rivervale and Madding-
ton? 2, How many, during that period,
proved fatal? 3, In the inferests of the
safety of the community, shounld not the
Commissioner of Railways be compelled to



